Geometer Sketchpad

How to Construct a Rectangle

1) Hold down the shift key and draw a segment down.
2) Hold down the shift key; draw a segment to the right of point B.
3) Construct a line through point C and parallel to AB. (Use the shift key to Select both point C and segment AB. Go to the CONSTRUCT menu and select parallel line.)

4) Hold down the shift key and draw a segment from point A to the line you constructed.

5) Select the line you constructed then HIDE the line. (In the DISPLAY menu.)

6) Hold down the shift key and draw a segment from point D to point C.

7) Measure all 4 angles in your rectangle to make sure they are right angles. (If they are not, see teacher.)

8) Measure the lengths of all 4 sides of the rectangle to make sure the opposite sides are congruent. (If not, see teacher.)

9) Draw in the diagonals of the rectangle.

10) Measure the lengths of both diagonals.


11) Use the point tool to construct a point at the intersection of the diagonals.

12) Measure the length of segment AE by using the shift key to select both points A and E then go to the MEASURE menu and select distance.

13) Measure the lengths of segments EC, BE, and ED.

