FACTORING IS A PUZZLE!

FACTORING DAY 9

This lesson was originally used for a day of practicing factoring complicated trinomials. However, the lesson would work well for introducing factoring trinomials. 

I. Puzzle Race

a. Place student desks facing each other in groups of two. Give each group (team) a puzzle. No one is allowed to dump out the puzzle until the signal is given. Have teams race putting together their puzzles, and give prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. (PRISM has 50 piece puzzles available.)

II. Explain that factoring is a puzzle. 
a. Put 12x2 – 19x – 21 on the board. Ask students to identify the “puzzle pieces” that must fit together (factors of 12, 21, signs). As a class, factor the trinomial. Make sure everyone clearly understands.

b. Discuss where in real life students will need to get numbers/ideas to fit together (budget, business owners, lawyers).

III. Factoring Race

a. Explain rules first: Both team mates must have the trinomial factored AND checked by FOIL on their papers to win. Papers must be held in the air to be checked. Teams will NOT win by shouting out the answer.

b. Give prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place. One of the winners should explain the problem on the board.
IV. Students may use the rest of the hour for individual homework, or you may extend the race the rest of the hour to do the homework as a class.

