FACTORING TRINOMIALS 2
( - )( + ), Leading Coefficient 1

I. Remind students how the areas of the tiles are formed. (Especially the 1x piece (1 by x), -1x piece (-1 times x),  1 piece (1 times 1), and -1 piece (-1 times 1).

II. Have students complete factoring activity (on 2nd page of this document). Allow students to discover that the signs inside the binomials will always be
 ( - )( + ).
NAME____________

FACTORING TRINOMIALS
Factor with algebra tiles. Draw your solution.

1. x2 -4x – 5 
__________________

2. x2 + 1x – 6
__________________

3. x2 + 3x -4
___________________

4. x2 + 5x – 6
___________________

Compare the problems to the solutions. Do you notice any similarities in the solutions?

_____________________________________________________________________

Use algebra tiles to find the missing term.

5. x2 + _____ - 8

6. x2 – 2x - ______

